
 

 

 
 

 

New Hope-Sole bury School District 
Facilities Meeting Minutes 
February 3, 2016—6:30PM  

District Office Conference Room 
 

Attendance 
 
 School Board – John Capriotti (Chair), Mark Cowell, Maria Povacz, Neale 

Dougherty 
 Administration – David Hansel, Peter Riva, Dr. Steve Yanni, Andrew Lechman, 

Chuck Malone, Mr. Harrington 
 Committee Members – John O’Hara, John Singer,  
 Presenters – Kevin Godshall (GKO Architects), Chris Haller (D’Huy Engineering) 
 Public – Tom Buck, Alison Kingsley, Ed Duffy 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Capriotti at 6:04PM. 
 

Old Business 
 

 Mr. Singer brought up the issue of whether or not the road near the Living 
Earth is needed.   

 Mrs. Povacz asked Mr. Godshall about the traffic study.  Mr. Goshall indicated 
that the traffic study supposes that the road is present and remainds. 

 Mr. Dougherty questioned whether or not first responders would be opposed 
to blockades on the road through the campus. 

 Mr. Godhsall indicated that we could bit the road as an alternate.   
 A conversation ensured about the various elements of the plan and what is 

included or not included in the plan.  Mr. Capriotti suggested closing old 
business so that new business can be discussed. 
 

 
New Business 

 
 Mr. Capriotti opened new business by reviewing the bidding process.  Mr. 

Haller discussed the process. 
 The alternate bidding processes was discussed.   
 Mr. Haller revised the presentation including the project schedule and 

managing the budget.  Mr. Haller spoke to the infrastructure pieces, and Dr. 
Yanni and Mr. Malone presented curricular information. 



 

 

 Mr. Capriotti asked if there are additional items that could be added as “add 
on” items.  We will discuss those at the next meeting. 

 Mr. Duffy said that the police building has a vegetative roof that we can 
examine. 

 Ms. Menz said that we need to use our imagination in this project.   
 Ms. Kinglsey asked about looking at grade configurations to free up space at 

the HS.  Dr. Yanni said all of those items would be discussed for educational 
reasons. 

 Mr. Capriotti suggested forming an ad hoc committee for Title IX issues and 
for determining a non-cost solution to helping with field maintenance.  Mr. 
Capriotti and Mr. Harrington will work on the development of the ad hoc 
committee. 

 Mr. Capriotti started the discussion about putting steel gates at the UES and 
LES to protect students at recess.   
 

 
Public comment: 
 

 Ms. Menz asked how much the road around the UES costs.  Mr. Capriotti 
indicated that the road will be reviewed and may or may not be included in 
the project.   

 Mr. Buck thanked the committee for the thoughtful discussion.  He also 
expressed a desire for the committee to make a commitment to the $28.5m 
project.   

 Mr. Adar reminded the committee that we have the lowest tax rate.  He also 
reminded that despite the wealth of the community, the school district does 
not always share in that. 

 Ms. Kingsley indicated that there is a different between average house prices 
and median house prices. 

 Mr. Marcus reminded the committee that our challenge is to be good 
stewards to the students and the community, balancing good education with 
finances. 
 

Mrs. Capriotti adjourned the meeting at 8:00PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Hansel 
Director of Operations  


